DIRECTOR'S FOREWORD

2027 National Pavement Preservation Conference
America at 250: Preserving the Road Ahead

On behalf of the National Center for Pavement Preservation (NCPP) at Michigan State University,
it is my pleasure to welcome you to Michigan for this premier gathering of transportation
professionals committed to advancing pavement preservation through research, innovation, and the
effective implementation of proven practices. This conference brings together transportation
leaders, practitioners, researchers, educators, and industry partners from across North America to
exchange knowledge, share experiences, strengthen professional partnerships, and develop
innovative solutions to the transportation challenges of today and tomorrow.

As our nation begins its next 250 years, this year’s conference theme—“America at 250: Preserving
the Road Ahead”—invites us to recognize one of America’s greatest and most enduring
achievements—its transportation infrastructure—while embracing our shared responsibility to

preserve and strengthen it for generations to come.

For two and a half centuries, America’s roads, bridges, and transportation systems have connected
communities, enabled commerce, strengthened national defense, expanded opportunity, and fueled
economic prosperity. In many respects, the history of America’s growth and success is inseparable

from the transportation network that has united and sustained the nation for 250 years.

As this extraordinary transportation system has matured, the challenge before us has evolved from
primarily building new infrastructure to becoming better stewards of the assets entrusted to our care.
Pavement preservation has become a cornerstone of responsible transportation stewardship by
extending pavement service life, improving system performance, optimizing the return on public
investment, enhancing sustainability, and ensuring that future generations continue to benefit from
the infrastructure built by those who came before us.

This conference embodies that commitment to stewardship. Throughout the week, participants will
explore emerging technologies, innovative materials, data-driven decision-making, and proven
preservation practices that are transforming the way transportation agencies manage and preserve
their pavement assets. Equally important, this conference provides an opportunity to strengthen
professional relationships, encourage collaboration across organizations and disciplines, and develop

innovative solutions to the challenges facing our industry.

The importance of our work is reflected in the words of President Dwight D. Eisenhower: “Onr
unity as a nation is sustained by free communication of thought and by easy transportation of pegple and goods.”

Those words remain as relevant today as when they were first spoken. A safe, resilient, and well-
maintained transportation system remains essential to our nation’s mobility, economic
competitiveness, national security, and quality of life.



We extend our sincere appreciation to our sponsors, exhibitors, partners, speakers, volunteers, and
supporting organizations whose commitment and generous support have made this conference
possible. We also thank every attendee for your dedication to excellence, your willingness to share
knowledge, and your continued leadership in advancing pavement preservation strategies and
practices.

As we look toward the future, we recognize that every generation has contributed to America’s
transportation legacy. The responsibility of our generation is not simply to build upon that legacy,
but to preserve, strengthen, and sustain it. Through innovation, collaboration, education, and
responsible stewardship, we can ensure that America’s transportation infrastructure continues to
support mobility, economic prosperity, national resilience, and an exceptional quality of life for

generations to come.

As Helen Keller wisely observed, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so nuch.” That enduring
spirit of collaboration continues to define and inspire the transportation preservation community as

we work together to protect, preserve, and sustain America's transportation legacy.
o ) s p gacy

I hope you enjoy the outstanding technical program, engaging discussions, valuable networking
opportunities, and the hospitality that both this conference and the State of Michigan have to offer.

I welcome you to Michigan and wish you a productive, engaging, and memorable conference
experience. Together, we can preserve America's transportation legacy while building a safer, more
resilient, and sustainable transportation future for generations to come.

Bouzid Choubane

Director

National Center for Pavement Preservation
Michigan State University



